



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































544 OF INSTITUTED ORDINANCES,

46. xx.7; and the communion of the body and blood of Christ,
1Cor.x. 16, - : -
The outward signs in this sacrament are BrEAD of any kind ;
for Christ took that which was readiest; and wing of any kind
or colour. The eating the bread, and drinking the wine, being
always connected in Christ’s example and command, ought ne-
ver to be separated, Mark xiv. 23. 1 Cor, x. 16. xi. 2'6.1 Nor-
does the disjunctive mention of the bread and cup infer the
dropping the cur more than the bread. ~ Disjunctive particles
are often put for copulatives, Rom. iv. 12. 1 Cor. xiii. 8 Mat.
v. 17. Eph. vi. 8.—Besides, the end of this sacrament is to re-
present the dlood or death of Christ.—The cup contains in &
figure the remission of sins, of which papists think their clergy
have as little need as their laity. .

The bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper are not changed into
the real body and blood of Christ. 1. Such' a transubstantia-
tion of them is contrary to the testimony of our senses ; and so
completely undermines the whole proof of all the miracles by

* which God has confirmed his revelations to men: Nay, over-
turns almost all certainty in the world. 2. According to such
a transubstantiation, the same body of Christ is alive and dea}d
at once; is in heaven, and in a thousand or ten thousand d{f-‘
ferent and distant places on earth at once; accidents remain
without a substance, and a substance exists without accidents.
—The glorified body of Christ is apt to become food for dogs
and moths, and with wicked communicants to go into hell fire,—
all which are perfectly absurd, contrary to reason and common
sense. 3. Such transubstantiation is contrary to the end of this
sacrament, which is to represent and commemorate Christ, not
to sist him corporally present, 1 Cor. xi. 24, 25. 4. Itis con-
trary to Scripture, which represents Christ’s body as whole, and
his blood in his veins, when he first administered this sacra-
ment, and declares that it is srEaDp that is broken, and wing
that is drunk, Matth. xxvi. 26—30. 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. xi. 23—29;
and that the keavens must contain Christ’s manhood till the last
day, Acts iii. 21. . .

Ossec. I. ¢ God is almighty, and can do every thing.” Axsw.
Omnipotence cannot work cortradictions and nonsense.

OsJyic. IT. ¢ Unless the elements be changed into the very
¢ body and blood of Christ, we receive mere bread and wine in
¢ the Lord’s Supper.” Answ.1. We spiritually receive his
body and blaed, as well as we do his Spirit and blood in bap-
tism, where no transubstantiation is pretended. 2. Though

Christ be not corporally present, vet, as God-man Mediator, he _

is symbolically and spiritually present. N ,
Ossec. IT1. ¢ Christ expressly calls the bread his body.
Axsw. 1. The Jews had no other than the verb am, 1s, ARE,
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' TO BE, to mean signify or represent; and this signification of
their substantive verb was altogether common among them.
Hence circumcision is said to be God’s covenant, Gen. xvii. 10,
Eiars of corn, and kine, are said to Ye years of plenty or famine,
Gen. xli. 26, 27. The paschal lamb to be the passover, i, e. an
act of the angel, Exod. xii. 11. The water-yielding rock to be
Christ, 1 Cor. x. 4. 'The Sabbath to be the Lord’s covenant,
Exod. xxxi. 13, 17; and Christ said to be a rose, lily, and vine,
Song ii. 1. John xv. 1. 2. Our Saviour plainly intimates, that
he meant no more, but that the bread and wine represenled,
sealed, and applied his body and blood,—in his words: T'h/s
cup is the New Testament in my blood, which if read without al
lowing any figure would infer another transubstantiation of his
blood into the New Testament; and be read thus, This my
blood is the New Testament in my blood. What absurd nonsense?

The Lutheran pretence, that the material body and blood of
Christ are corporally present wirH, 1y, and uNDEE the bread
and wine, is scarcely less absurd. For, 1. How can a body at
once be visible and invisible; felt and unfeelable; present in
heaven, and in multitudes of places on earth? Heb. ii. 14. Luke
xxiv. 39. Acts iii. 21. 2. In Christ's own administration of
this sacrament, how could his body, at once, be present with
his disciples giving the bread and wine to them: and yet, 1N the
bread and wine given and received in remembrance of him,
1 Cor. xi. 23--26. 3. How can his body be broken and his
blood shed on every sacramental occasion, when he is now glo
rified. 4. The Scripture represents his manhood as no more
in this lower world, but in heaven, Acts iii. 21. Heb. i, 3: viii.
4. John xii. 8. xiv. 28. xvi. 7, 28, xvii. 11.

In the Lord’s Supper there is no oblation of Christ’s body and
blood as a sacrifice to make atonement Jor the sins of the quick and
the dead. 1. The Scripture never intimates that there is any
sacrifice made in it. 2. Such oblation of sacrifice is inconsist.

. ent with the declared design of this sacrament to commemorate

Christ’s person and work, and hold fellowship with him, 1 Cor.
Xi. 24, 25. x. 16. 3. It is contrary to the oNkNss of Christ’s
priesthood and sacrifice, in which he alone offered himself,
John x. 18. Heb. vii. 24. ix. 28. x. 10, 14. 1 Tim. ii. 5. Heb.
ix. 14, 15.  And there is but one offering of him, Heb, vii, 27.

ix. 12,28, x. 10, 14. 4. The absolute perfection of Christ’s

sacrifice of himself excludes all repetition of it, Heb. x. 1—14,
ix. 12--15, 28, i. 3. xiii. 12. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19, 20. ii. 24. iii. 18,

" Rev. v. 9. 2 Cor. v. 21. Rom. v. 9—11, 16—21. viii. 3, 4. x.

4. Dan. ix. 24. 5. In this sacrament, there is nothing like to
an oblation of sacrifice :——not an altar, but a table, 1 Cor. x. 21;

- no visible substance sacrificed ;~—no death, but a commemora-

2N
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tion of that which had formerly happened;—nor is Christ here
given to God, but to men. .
glv'Ie‘o anticip;te objections, It must be observed, 1. That Mel-
‘chizedek brought ‘forth bread and wine for refreshment to
Abram’s fatigued troops, but not to be, offered in sac‘rlﬁ.ce, Gen,
xiv. 18. 2. That the paschal lamb was not a type of this sacra-
ment, but of Christ himself. 3. That the d{u]y sacrifice offered
under the New "Testament is not the Lord’s Supper; but prayer,
praise, and good works, Mal. 1. 11. ) ) bond
All professed Christians, come to years of :hscretlon, are boun
by the law of God to pariake of the Lord’s Supper, and itis
their sin, if they be incapable of regular admission to it.——Only
irue believers have a 7ight to it before God.—Only true be-
lievers, who have examined themselves, angl are_a?tuall‘y exercising
their faith and love, can rightly use this privilege, 1 Cor. xi.
93—99,—Three things are necessary to a right Parta}(lr{g of
the Lord’s Supper. 1. A worthy state of union with Christ as
our husband, father, righteousness, and strength. 2..1_\ worthy
frame in the actual exercise of all the graces of the Spirit, know-

ledge, faith, repentance, love, &c. 3. A worthy end of honour- .

ing Christ, gloritying God, and receiving spiritual nourishment
to our soul, 1 Cor. x. 26—31. xi. 23—29. )

From the whole nature of this or‘dmance, a}ngl what Chrlst_has
required in relation to it, it is manifest th?t it is a most h_o.rnble
profanation of it, either to impose or.receive 1t as a condition of
civil office or liberty, or as a test of loyalty.

RerLect. My soul, has God in Christ be'e_n at such pains in
ordinances and influences to save and sanctify me! Why then
do not I stir up myself to take hold of him? In which ordi-
nance, and when, did God Almighty appear unto me and bless
me? When and where hath the lord made me lie down 12
these green pastures; and fed me beside these still walers?

" 'When saw I my King in these lattices, and held him in these

galleries? Alas! how long I have lien at these pools of mercy

Vi i i have lien as an -
without . being put in! How long 'and often I ve | .
0X Or ass, atgthese wells of salvation, without drinking their ;

"

living water!

’ ,THE‘O]d‘. and New Testament DISPENSATIONS of t'he Cove-
pant of Grace acrEE, 1. In their duthor, God in Christ, Heb.

i 3 ing alwa
i 1. 2. In their matter; the Law a!’l.d the (Jrospe!"bemb alway
,lthe substance of both, Psalm cxlvii. 19. Gal.iii. 8. Tit. i1

11--14. iii.8. Gal. v. 6. 3. In the blessings offered and be-

stowed ;—union with Christ, justiﬁ‘cation, adoption, regenera-
tion, sanctification, spiritual comfort, and eternal glory, Job .

xix. 25. xxxiii. 24. Isa. Ixiii. 16, Ezek. xxxvi. 26,‘ 27, Psalm
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Ixxxvi. 3. Ixiii. 2 —7. Ixxiii. 24--26. 1 Cor. i. 30. iii. 22. Rom.
viii. 29, 30. 4. In requiring the same end, and the same exer-
cise of faith, repentance, love, and new obedience, in attending
their ordinances, Isa. Iv. 1—7. Psalm xevi. 6—8. Ixxxix. 7.
Matth. xi.28, 29. Heb. x. 22. 5. In their ordinances, having
no spiritual eflicacy of themselves to save men; and hence often
least etfectual when best dispensed, as by Moses, Isaiah, Christ,
Paul, Deut. sxix. 4. Isa. vi. 9, 10. xlix. 45. lili. 1. Acts xvii.
22—~32. 6. In their being rendered effectual for salvation by
the same means, viz. 1. The blessing of Christ, which includes
his appointment of them for blessings to men, and his render-
ing them such by his almighty influence attending them, Exod.
xx. 24 2. The working of Christ’s Spirit in preparing men
for these ordinances, assisting them in their attendance on
them, fixing the impression of their contents, inclining and en-
abling to a proper improvement of them, 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7. xii.
13. 3. The exercise of true faith correspondent with the in=
fluences' of Christ and his Spirit in them,—in discerning that
which God manifests,—in crediting that which God declares,--=
in receiving that which God offers,---and in improving God’s

. manifestations, declarations, and gifts, to promote that holy

obedience which he requires, Heb. iv. 2. xi. 6.

The typical ceremonies of the Old Testament dispensation
being more dark, carnal, confined, and representing Christ as
to come, continued, as it were, living and vigorous in their obli-
gation till his incarnation ;—languid and dying during his state

- of humiliation, and especially of his public ministry ;—and be-

came dead after his death and resurrection ;—and deadly and
hurtful after his full declaration of the gospel, and ruin of the
Jewish temple, Heb. viL—x. Gal. ii.—v.—It is evident that
thcy are now abolished, 1. From many express declarations
of Scripture, Acts xv. 18, 28. Gal. v. 2, 4, 5, 18. iv. 11. Col.
ii. 14, 17. Heb. vii.—x. 2. From many Scripture-predictions,
Isa. Ixvi. 3. Jer. iil. 16. xxxi, 32. Dan. ix. 27. Mal.i. 11. Psal.
cx. 4. 3. From the very nature of many of these ceremonies.
"They were not good in themsclves ; pointed out Christ not as
come, but to come; and excluded the Gentiles from the church,
Heb. x. 1. Col.ii. 17. Gal iil. 24. v. 1. Eph. ii. 12, 14, 15.
4. T'rom the state of the Jewish nation, which for more than
1700 years past has rendered the observance of these ceremonies
at Jerusalem or in Canaan impossible, Luke xix. 43, 44. xxi.
20, 24, Rom. xi. 7--15, 20.

Onsec. I. « Several of these ordinances were appointed to
¢ continue for ever, Gen. xvii. 13, Exod. xii. 24"  Awsw. 1.
For ever and everlasting often signify no more than a long time,
or the whole time of a particular state of things. 2. These ee~
remounies continue for ever in their antitypes,
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Opyec. II. ¢ Christ’s apostles marked a great regard to the
¢« Mosaic ceremonies.” ANSW. Only for a time, and in so far

as they thought necessary for the edification of the weak Jews

converted to the Christian form of worship, Acts xv. Rom. xiv. .

1 Cor. viii. Gal. ii. v. Heb. vil.—x.

Ossec. 111, ¢ Priests, sacrifices, and temples, &c. are foretold

« to take place in the New Testament church, Ezek. x1.—sxlviil.
« Mal. i. iL.” &c.  Axsw. These typical terms must be under-
stood in a spiritual sense, agreeably to the nature of the gospel
dispensation, 1 Pet. ii. 5. Heb. xiii. 15, 16. Rom. xii. 1.

The pecultar and transcendent prerogatives of the more full,
clear, spiritual, extensive, and lasting New Testament dispen-
sation are, 1. The Messiah exhibited as already incarnate, made
perfect through suffering, and exalted to glory, Johni. 14
Heb. it. 9, 10. v. 9. Psalm xcvii. 1. 3cix. 1. ex. 1—7. Heh.
vi.—x. 2. The gospel preached in a new form; revealing and
offering Christ, and a finished redemption in him, 1 Cor. ii.
w__10 ; —exhibiting him and his blessings in a clear manner,
9 Cor. iit. 6—16. Col. i. 25,26, Rom. xvi. 25,26, 2 Tim. 1

* 10;—in which all appearance of severity, even to beasts, is laid
aside,—in a manner most delightful and comforting, 2 Cor. iii.
9. 1Cor.i.9. xv.3 4 Isa, hii. 7. x1. 1, 2. Ixi 1—3. Ixvi.
10—12; and in which the gospel dwells plentifully in men,
Rom. x. 8, 18. Col. iii. 16, 17. 8. The calling the Gentile na-
tions into the Christian church, while the J ewish church and
state are ruined; in order to wean the believing Jews from their
ceremonies, and confirm the Messiahship and gospel of Christ,
1 Cor. ii. 4, 5. 2 Cor. x. 4, 7. Isa lxvi. 7,8. Rom. X 18, 19.
xi. 11, 12. xvi. 26. Acts xiii. 46. Mat. xxiv. 14. xxvi. 13.
xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 15, 16. Eph. iii. 8, 9. Col.i. 23. Rev. v.9.
vii. 9. And in the last ages of the world, both Jews and Gen-
tiles shall be almost universally united into one gospel church,
Rom. xi. 12—186, 26,30, 31, 32. Rev. xi. 15. Psal. 1xxii. xeviii.

2, 3. 4. A far more plentiful and comfortable enjoyment of 3
the Holy Ghost in his presence and influence, Zech. xii. 10. 1
Joel ii. 28. Isa. xliv. 3—5. John vii. 38, 39. xiv. 16, 26. xv. 26. 3
<vi, T—14. Acts il. viil. X. 1 Cor. xii. 5. More remarkable 3
endowments,—more clear and distinct views of divine mysteries, E
Tsa. xi. 9. liv. 13. Jer. xxxi. 34. 1 John ii. 27 ;—more eminent 4
holiness, Isa. xxix. 24. xxxiil. 24, xxxv. 9. 1x. 12, 21, 22, Ixii.
12. Zeeh. x. 5, 12. xii. 8. Isa. liv. 11, 12. Ixvi. 12—14. Zech. 3

xiv. 20, 21 ;—more abundant comfort, John xiv. 16, 26. Acts

ix. 31. Eph. i. 13. 9 Cor. i. 22. v. 5. 2 Thess. ii. 16, 17 ;—much 4

reater boldness and intimacy with God, Gal. iv. 6. Rom. viil. 3
15, 16. Heb. iv. 14—16. x. 19, 20 ;—miraculous gifts bestowed 3
on the apostics and others, Acts ji. viii. x. xvi. 19. xxi. 8. 1 Cor. E
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St xi - . . . L.
d:rs txalr‘:('iing. t:lE}\ angethf?‘l h:l)ertyfz consisting in more distinct un
‘ g the saints’ freedom from the dominion of th n
.(C?(;/Ier;arig (.)f W}""'k% and of sin and Satan, Rofn. viil. lfa l:'ri()kﬁl«n
Gud J £ ,—‘and f)rom all hu.r.nan impositions in the worslli' of.‘
G ,‘ ames iv. 12. 1 Cor. vii. 23. Mat. xv. 9. Col. ii 18—})23'
. and ﬁn ‘cotr.]pllete deliverance from the eeremonial .]aw a ci
nrotmdt e JudlCIal law of the Jewish nation, in so far as sutzor(ril'
C?)le iitog(l)t.re‘;\cts xv. 10. Gal v. 125, iv. 5, 26. Tit. i l‘;-
1. 20, 21, 1 Cor. x.25. 7. Asit relates to things };ast;

1t admits of no change ti T
! Cor 3 25, Qsc'.lanbe till the end of the world, Mat. xxviii. 20.
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BOOK VIL

Or tuE CovENANT SOCIETY, FOR ERECTING OF WINCH, AND 10
wiiicH, THE COVENANT 18 DISPENSED.

CHAPD. L

N e
Of the NaTurs, FormaTIoN, and Fervowsnir of the Christian
' Church. :

HAVING elsewhere exhibited a representation of the TyricaL
church of the Old Testament, and its ordinances, our present
hints shall immediately respect the New 'Testament cuurcH.
The Greek word Eccresia, which we render CHURCH, denotes
sembly
f&y{sa;ix. 5%——39. But, when it respects the objects of the new
covenant, it denotes, 1. The whole body of t{ze elect consnder‘e(.l
in their relation to Christ, those on earth being called the mili-
{ant, and those in heaven the triumphant church, Eph.i. 22. v.
95, Mat, xvi. 18. Heb. xii. 23. 2. All those men and women

in this world who profess their faith in Christ and obedience to

him, and their children, 1 Tim. iii. 15. Eph. iv. 11, 12. 1 Cor.
xii. 12, 13, 28. 3. Some particular assemblies of the wox:slnp,
.pers of God in Christ united together in special fellowship for

ibeir own mutual edification, and subjected to their respective *

overnors, Acts viil. 1. xv. 41. xx. 17. Rev. 1. 11, 20, ii. 1, 17,
8, 11, 12, 17, 18, 29. iii.

1 18, 22. 1 Thess.i. 1. 4. A particular congregation of per-

sons professing faith in Christ, love to lji.m, and regard to his §
ordinances as distinguished from their spiritual governors, Acts
xiv. 23. 5. A particular assembly of the professed followers of 3
Christ that ordinarily meet in one place for the dispensation of ]
gospel ordinances, their rulers being among them, Acts ix. :";1, i
xv. 41. 2 Cor. viii. 1, Gal.i. 2,22 Tit. 1. 5. 1 Cor. xiv. :3-1-. :
Acts xx. 7. Col. iv. 15. Rom. xvi. 5. Philem. 2. 6. A mecting
of church rulers constituted in Christ’s name, for ordering of the 3
affairs under their charge, which is often called a church repree

sentative, Mat. xviii. 17. Acts xv. 3. xviil. 22, xxi. 20.

met about business, whether lawful or unlawful, -

1,6,7, 18, 14, 22. 2 Cor.i. 1, Gal, |
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. The church being founded upon revelation alone, ought to be-
wholly regulated by the measuring reed, and the line of God’s
word, Eph. ii. 20. Ezek. xliii, 11, 12. Heb. viil. & Rev. xi. 1.
xxi. Ezek. xl.-—x1viii, ——The visible church on earth is a so--
cicty of believing and holy persons, whom God, by the gospel, has
called from among mankind, to fellowship with his Son Jesus
Christ, 1 Cor. xii. 12. Acts 1i. 41, 47. Heb. iii. 1, 6. 1 Cor. i
9. xii. 6—28. Eph. ii. 19—22. Col. i. 13. 1 Pet. ii. 5, 9.-
"This society is, 1. Hovy, Heb. iii. 1. John iii. 3, 5. Eph. ii.
21. Ezek. xliii. 12. 1 Pet. ii. 9. 2. Sriritvar, formed by the
Holy Ghost,—through, and for, ordinances and services of a
spiritual nature,—and of men made spiritual,—blessed with
spiritual blessings,—living on spiritual provision, and built up.
a spiritual house for God, Eph. ii. 22, 2 Cor. x. 3—5. John vi.
63. 1 Cor. ii. 15. x. 3. Eph. i. 3. John vi. 27—-57.- Rev.ii. 17.
1 Pet. ii. 5. 3. InprrEnpENT of all human wisdom and au-
thority, Isa. xxxiii. 22. Matth. xxiii. 8—10. Psalm ii. 6. Heb,
iii. 1. 4. Orpexrvry, 1 Cor. xii. xiv. 5. VisisLe, Matth. vii.
16, 20. xviii, 15—17.

Rear. Samnrsuir is not the distinguishing criterion of the
inembers of this visible church on earth. None, indeed, with-
out it, can honestly offer themselves to church-fellowship. But,

" for the mere want of it, they cannot be refused admission.

1. God alone can judge men’s heart. Deceivers can counter- .
feit saintship, and often believers doubt of, or.deny their real
grace, 1 Sam. xvi. 7. Rev. ii. 23, 2. God himself admitted
many whose hearts were unsanctified, as members of the Jewish
church, Deut. xxix. 3, 4, 13. John vi. 70. 3. John Raptist
and the Apostles, in order to baptism, required no more than
outward appearances of faith and repentance, Matth, iii. 5, 7.
Acts ii. 38. v. 1—10. viii. 13——23. 4. Many that were admit.
ted members in the churches of Judea, Corinth, Philippi,’ Lao-
dicea, Sardis, &c. were - unregenerated, Acts v. 1—10. viii.
13—23. 1 Cor. v. xi. xv. Phil. iii. 18, 19, Rev. ili. 5, 15—17,
5. Christ compares the gnspel church teo a rroor, on which
corn and chafl are mingled together;—-to a NET, in which good
and bad fishes are inclosed;-—to a r1rLp, in which tares grow
up with the wheat, Matth. iii. 12. xiii. 24, 47. .

But in order to their being rececived into church-fellowship,
it is necessary that men profess their faith in Christ and obedi-

. ence to him, and be apparently holy. 1. They must manifest no

prevailing inclination to any kind of wickedpess, 1 Cor. vi.
9.--11. v. 11. 2 Tim, jii. 2---5. 2. They must have escaped
the corruption that is in the world through lust, and manifest a
readiness to receive Christian reproof from neighbours or
church rylers, Matth, xviii, 15---17. Lev. xix, 17. Prov. xxix,
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1. 3. Having received the knowledge of the truths of God re-
vealed in his word, they must profess to esteem and love them,
Eph. i. 1. Acts viii, 12. James ii. 14---26. 4. In consistency

with the habitual tenor of their practice, they must make an

open and judicious profession of the subjection of their con-
science to the authority of Christ in the gospel, and of their
readiness to yield obedience to all his institutions, Psalm xv.
xxiv. 8---5. Isa.” xxxiii. 15, 16. Heb. iii. 1. Tit. ii. 11---13.
Rom. x. 9, 10, 2 Tim. ii. 19.

The Exp of such persons uniting in church-fellowship ought
to be, 1. The maintaining and exhibiting a system of sound
principles, 2 Tim. i. 13.iii. 14. 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4. Rom. vi. 17.
1 Cor. viii. 5, 6. Eph, iv. 21. Col. ii. 2. Rev. ii. 13---15, 20,
jii. 2, 3, 10, 15, 16. Gal.i. 6. Prov. xxiii. 23. Heb. ii. 1.

2. The maintaining the ordinances of gospel-worship in their’

purity and simplicity, Deut. xii. 31, 32. Rom. xv. 6. 3. The
impartial exercise of church-government and discipline, Heb,
xil. 15. x. 24, 25. Gal. vi. 1. 2 Tim. ii. 24---26. iv. 2. TH. iii,
10. 1 Cor. v, 1 Tim. v. 20---22. James iii. 17. ii. 1---10. Rev.
ii. 4. The maintaining and promoting holiness in all manner
of conversation, Phil. i. 27. ii. 15, 16, 2 Pet. iii. 11. Mic. vi,
8.-2 Cor. vii. 1, 10, 11. Tit. ii. 10---14. iii. 8, 14. Phil.iv. 8.
The embracement or profession of nothing but what is really
divine truth, and tends to promote peace and holiness, and or-
der, ought ever to be made a TErM of admission to church-fel-
lowship, 2 Cor. xiii. 8. 1 Cor. xiii. 6. xiv. 32, 40. 1 John i
23. 2 John 9. Rom. xiv. 19. Heb. xii, 12--14. Psalm xciii. 5,
Ezek. xliii, 10, 12.——The forming church-connections upon
this ground consists in mutual, judicious, and candid covenaniing,
express or implicit, with or without an oath, to make a joint

profession of the faith of the gospel, 1 Tim. vi, 3, 4. Jude 3,

20, Phil. i. 27. Col. ii. 2; and to walk together, each in his
station, in the order of the gospel, as becomes saints, Rom. xv.
5—17. Eph. ii. 12—22. iv. 1. 2 Cor. viii, 5. Phil, i. 27. Col. i
10, 11. This plainly appears, 1. From the inspired represen-
tations of the Church, as a sopy, Rom. xii. 4, 5; an Housg,
Eph. ii. 19—22; a crry, Heb. xii. 22; a xivepom, Col. i. 134
a NaTIoN, 1 Pet. ii, 9. 2. An entering into church fellowship
is called a joining to the Lord, and being added to the church,

1 Cor. vi. 17. Aects ii. 47. v. 3, 14; and continuance in it is §
called a standing fast in one spirit, and striving together, Phil.- 3

i.27. 3. This connection is represented as a MaRrr1aGE, Isa.
lvi. 4. Ixii. 5. 4. None are subjects of church government, uns
less they be within her communion, 1 Cor. v. 12. 2 Car. vi.
14--16. Mat, xi. 29. 5. Such covenanting is requisite to found

that intimate fellowship which subsists in the church, Eph. iv. 4
1—6. 6, The general use of Creeds and Confessions of fuith,ip 3
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all the Christian churches for 1700 years past, is a strong,
though subordinate argument in its favour.

The union and communion of the Christian church is of
great tmportance.—'True believers being, by the inviolable bonds
of the Spirit and faith, connected with Christ as their head, and
with their fellow-saints as one with him, there can be no schism
in, or separation from his invisible church, or mystical body,
1 Cor. xii. 25——27. Eph. v. 30. 1 John iil. 14. The mem-
bers of the catholic visible church on earth, which comprehends
all those in the world who profess the true religion, and their
children, are united in their acknowledgment of Christ as their
one Head,—profession of the same fundamental truths,——and
practice of the same principal holy duties, 1 Cor. i. 2. Eph. iv.
3--6. Luke ix. 49, 50. Members of particular churches are
united by a joint profession of adherence to the same faith and
order of the gospel, indoctrine, worship, discipline, and go-
vernment, Acts ii. 41. Eph. iv. 6. Acts iv. 32. Rom. xv, 57,

Christian fellowship consists in church-members’ conjunction
in faith and practice, and joint walking in all the ordinances of
God’s worship and service, for their mutual comfort and welfare
in every thing pertaining to vital, powerful, and sincere religion.
~———In order to maintain this Christian fellowship, 1. Personal
holiness and devotion, attended with purity and uprightness of
conversation, must be carefully studied, Tit. ii. 10—14. iii. 8,
14. 2 Cor. i. 12. Acts xxiv. 16. 1 Tim. iv. 8.vi. 11, 12 2 Tim.
ii. 22. Phil. iv. 8. II. As families regularly managed are are-
presentation of churches,---religion, with respect to instruction,
worship, discipline, order, and edifying example, ought to be
carefully promoted in them. 1. The light of nature represents
family religion as a just debt due to God,--~and as the chief end
of the erection of families, and of great advantage to all in
them: And hence the heathens had their household gods.
2. God has expressly commanded such diligence in family reli-
gion, Col. iv. 2. 1 Pet. iii. 7. Eph vi. 18. 3. It is recom-
mended by the approved example of many saints, Gen. xviii.
18, 19. Job i. 5. Josh. xxiv. 15. 2 Sam. vi. 20. Rom. xvi. 5.
1 Cor. xvi. 19. Col. iv. 15. Acts x. 2 4. Many are the advan-
tages which attend it, and the evils which follow the neglect of
it, Psalm xxx. ci. Jer. x. 25.---It is therefore mournful, that
by their regular constitation of families through marriages not
in the Lord, Deut. vii. 3. 2 Cor. vi. 14. 1 Cor. vii. 89; aby the
neglect or frequent omission of family religion at the first erec-
tion of families,---by sinful bashfulness in the heads of them,---
by their want of zeal for God,---or by their immoderate inclina-
tion to company, or hurry of worldly business,---family worship,
and its proper attendants, are so much neglected. III.Christians
ought to join in private societies for prayer and spiritual confer-
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ence. 1. The relations of saints to one another require this,
Eph. ii. 19. Phil. ii. 5. Rev. vi. 11. Gal. vi. 16. Rom. viii.
17. Matth. xxiii. 8, 10.. 1 Cor. xii. 12. Rom. xii. ,5.. 2. God
is much pleased with such social meetings, Mal. iii. 16, 17.
3. The Scripture much recommends. them, Eccl. Iv. n—12.
Gal. vi. 2. Matth. xviii. 19, 20. Col. iii. 16. Heb. iii. 13. x.
24, 25. 4. In Scripture there are approved examples of such
meetings, Psalm lv. 13, 14. Song i. 7, 8. Dan. ii. 17, 18. Esth.
iv. 16. John xx. 19, 26. Acts xvi. 13. 5. Such social meetings
are of great use, if rightly managed,—for promoting the know-
ledge of divine truths, Col. iii. 16. P§alm cxl. ?;——and Chris-
tian sympathy, Gal vi. 2. Rom. xii. 15;—40.1' mutual en-
couragement and confirmation of one another in the way of
holiness, Heb. x. 24, 25. Esth. iv. 15, 16. Heb. iii. 13;—for
mutual communication of one another’s gifts and experiences,
1 Pet. iv. 10, 11. Psalm lxvi. 16;—for promoting mutual watch-
tulness over, and admonishing one another, 1 Thess. v..14u.
Heb. iii. 18;——for invigorating their mutual prayers and praises,
Matth. xviii. 19, 20;—for recommending religion to others,
Matth. v. 16. Phil. ii. 15, 16;—for anticipating the delightful
fellowship of the saintsin heavgn, Heb. xil. 22;—and for sham-
ing the wicked from their social meetings for carnal conversa-
tjon, drunkenness, idle diversion, &c.

The duties of church fellowship are, 1. Earnest Stlfd“,’ to kesjp
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, Eph. iv. 3. Phil.
ji. 2, 8. iii. 15, 16. 2. Bearing one another’s burdens, Gal.
vi. 1, 2. 8. Earnest and constant endeavouring to prevent
all occasion of stumbling, 1 Cor. x. 32, 33. xi. 1. Rom, xiv.
13. 1 Pet. iii. 15, 16. John iii. 21. Phil. ii, 15, 16. James ii.
18. v. 16. Matth, xviii. 15—-17. Lev. xix. 17. 4. Stedfast
continuance in the faith and worship of the gospel with one
another, Acts ii. 42. Phil. i. 27. iv. 1.1 Cor. xi. 2. Heb. x.
25. Song i. 8. -Prov. viii. 34. ix. 5. 5. Strict and conscien-
tious fulfilment of relative duties, which mightily tem_l.s' to
pfomote order in the church, 1 Cor: vii. 24, 39. 1 Pet. i, 7.
1 Tim. v. 1--8. Eph. v. 22, 25. vi. 1—9. 2 Sam. xxiil. 3
Rom. xiii. 1--7. Heb. xiii. 7, 16, 17, 1.Tim. v. 17. Acts vi.
1--3. Rom. xii. 6—16. Phil. ii. 3, 4. "These dutles are in-
culcated wpon us, 1. By the light of nature rightly under-
stood. . 2. By the word of God, Eph.iv. 1—6. Psalm exxii.
exxxiii. Song i. 7--9. Phil. i. 7. Heb. x. 25. 3. Instead of

heing needless, selfish, or hurtful, as some pretend, such fel-

lowship prevents much mischief, and produces much good.

1. It encourages particular Christians boldly to profess and -

practise their religion. 2. Hereby multitudes are instructed
at once, and:devotion is excited and prayers 1‘enderfzd_ more
ptcva]ﬁ_ent_. .. 3. Every qne being a pattern, guide, monitor, and
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reprover to another, apostacy and sinful stumbling are much
prevented. 4. Christians thus mutually connected and ac-
quainted, can better assist one another in duty. 5. It fits us
for the heavenly fellowship of angels and saints. 6. Hereby
we much glorify Christ, and God in him, as our God, John
xvii. 11, 21, 23.

It is chiefly with respect to the union and communion of
Christians in particular churches, that scmism in the church,
Or SEPARATION from it, takes place. Scrmism is properly an
uncharitableness and alienation of affection among church
members, who, in the main, conlinue in church fellowship
with one another, 1 Cor. i 10, 12. xi, 18. xii. 15. Or, 1t
consists in church members carrying on their religious dis-
putes with sinful eagerness and want of Christian affection
to one another, 2 Cor. xii. 20. It proceeds from pride, self-
love, jealousy, hatred, evil speaking, &c. James iv. 1. It
ought to be prevented by self-denial, taking up our cross and
exact following Christ, Matth. xvi. 24. Phil. ii. 1—5. 2 Cor.
xifi. 11. Rom. xiv. 19. xv. 5, 6, 7. xvi. 17, 18. Acts iv. 32.
Eph. iv. 31, 32. v. 1, 2. Matth. xviii. 21. Mark xi. 25, 26.
Rom. xiv. 13. xv. 12. 1 Cor. xiii. 4—7. Gal. vi. 1, 2. Rom.
vi. 3—-5. 2 Tim. ii. 16, 17, 22, 23, 24. Tit. it 9. 1 John
iv. 1.

There can be no sgraraTioN from the Catholic church
without abandoning the fundamental principles and practices of
true religion, and so becoming no Christian at all. But sepa-
ration from a particular church is a schism in the Catholic
church, and is sinful, when members separate from the commu-
nion of a church, the prevailing part ot which appear candidly
to endeavour conformity to that system of faith and practice
which Christ has, by his word, fixed as a standard of church
fellowship, Jude 19. 2. When the prevailing part of a church
make any addition to, or alteration of the scriptural system
of faith, worship, discipline, or government, an essential con- -
dition of fellowship with them: In this case, the prevailing
party are the real separatists, and they who are obliged to
‘withdraw from their communion rather than sin, are the true
adherents to the church, cleaving to her constitutional laws,
and only forbearing fellowship with offending brethren in pub-
lic and sealing ordinances, in so far as is consistent with an ad-
herence unto the laws of Christ. :

As an individual person, obstinate in notorious wickedness,
ought to be cast out from church fellowship: So it is only
when the prevailing part of a church become obstinate in no-
torious apostacy from attained reformation in doctrine, wor-
ship, discipline, or government, that a separation from a par-
ticular church can be lawful. The churches of Corinth,
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Galatia, Ephesus, Pergamus, Thyatira, Sardis, Laodicea, &e.
which were tainted with several corruptions, not having be-
come obstinate therein, the Lord enjoins no separation from
them, 1 Cor. i. iii. v. vili. x. xi. xiv. xv. Gal. 1. 6. iii. 1. iv.
11. v.7. Rev. ii. iii.—This obstinacy is manifested in a conti-
nued disregard of the faith, obedience, and fellmyship .of ¢h_e
gospel, which had been formerly embraced ; and in an incorri-
gible refusing reproof dutifully offered, which is often attend-
ed with severity of edicts, or censures against the modest but
faithful remonstrants.—Or, separation from a particular church
hecomes necessary when we cannot continue in her public fel-
lowship without complying with something sinful as it is cir-
cumstantiated, or omitting some necessary duty.—In such a
case, the sin of separation is only chargeable upon them that
have occasioned the withdrawment, except in so far as the
withdrawers mismanage the manner of their conduct. .
Schism, properly so called, and separation on insufficient

grounds, or forcing others from church fellowship, by making '

auy term of it in any respect sinful, is an horrible scandal and
crime. 1. Jesus Christ died, intercedes, and bestows his Sp}-
rit and grace, in order to promote the unity and peace of his
church, Eph. i. 10. ii. 15, 16. Col. i. 20. John xiv. 16, 17, 27.
xvii, 21, 23. Jer. xxxii. 39, 40. Ezek. xi. 19, xxxvil. 15—27.
2, God much commands and urges the promoting peace and
unity in his church, Rom. xil. 9, _}.O, 16, 18. Xv. 1—-6. xiv.
xvi. 17, 18. 1 Cor. i. 10. 2 Cor. xiii. 11. Eph. iv. 2, 3---6, 23,
31, 32. v.1,2,30. Phil i 27. ii. 1---5. iv. 2. Col. ii. 2. 1ii.
12---15. 1 Thess. v. 13, 14. Psalm exxii. exxxiii. Zech. viii.
19. 3. Schism and sinful separatien spring from base lusts,
and are very dishonouring to God and hurtful to men, Prov.
xiii. 10. xv. 1. x. 12, James iv. 1. iii. 15, 16. 1 Cor. iii. 1---4.
Mark iii. 24. Rom. xv. 1, 2. xiv. 19. Jude 19. Isa. Ixv. 5.
Izvi. 5. ~

CHAPD. IL

Of Cuurcn Power, and the Sussecrs in which it resides,
' Hcad and Officers.

THAT Jesus Christ is the alone Head of the ‘church, is ma-
nifest, 1. From cxpress declarations of Scripture, John xviii.
36. Col. i. 18. ii. 19. Eph. i. 22. iv. 15, 16. Isa. ix. 6, 7."Luke
i. 32, 33. Mic. v. 2---5. Matth. xxviii. 15---20. John 1. 35.
v. 22. Phil. ji. 9—-11. 1 Cor. xv. 25, 26, Rev. iil. 7. 2. F.rom
the princely titles, respecting the church, which are ascribed
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to him in Scripture: as Lord, Actsil. 36. x. 36. 1 Cor. viii.
6; Lawgiver, Isa. xxxiii. 22. James iv. 12; King, Psalm ii. 6.
xxiv. 7, 9. Ixxii. I. Songi 4, 12, iii. 9, 11. vii. 5; Prince,
Ezek. xxxiv. 24. xlvi. 10; Governor; Ruler, Jer. xxx. 21,
Mic. v. 2. Isa. ix. 6; Judge, Mic. v. 1. Isa. xxxiii. 22. ii. 4.
xi. 8, 4; Shepherd, Isa. xI, 11. Ezek. xxxiv. 23. xxxvii. 24.
Heb. xiii. 20. 1 Pet. v. 4. ii. 25; Bishop of souls, 1 Pet. il
?25; Master, Mat. xxiii. 8, 10, John xx. 16; Head, Col. i. 18,
Hos. i. 11; Adpostle, and High Priest of our profession,—a Son
over his own house, Heb. iii. 1---6. . 3. To him alone are attri-
buted the acts of supreme power in the church, as enaciing of
laws and ordinances, even to her principal officers, Gal. vi. 2.
1 Cor. ix. 21. Actsi. 2. Mark xvi. 15, 16. Matth. x. 7. xxviif.
19, 20. John i. 33. 1 Cor. iii. 5. Matth. xvi. 19. xviii. 18. .
vi. vil. - He qualifies all her officers, and preseribes to them the
manuner of their call, as well as the matter and manner of their
work, Eph. iv. 7, 8, 11. 1 Cor. xii. 28. John xx. 21-.-23.
2 Cor. x. 8. And #n kis name all her ordinances are dispensed,
Mat. xviii. 20. xxviii. 19. Acts Xix. 5. John xiv. 13, 14. Col.
iii. 17. 1 Cor. v. 4. xi. 28.

It necessarily follows, that the Christian church must, in
Christ’s word, have a particular form of goverament appointed.
1. Christ as her Head is not an author of confusion, but of
order and peace, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. 2. The Seripture, either by
particular or general rules, instructs in every good word and
work, and renders the men of God perfect, 2 Tim. iii. 15-..17.
3. Christ, as her King, not only governs his church by the
internal influence of his Spirit, but externally, by appointment
of ambassadors, assemblies, laws, and ordinances, Eph. iv. 11.
Matth. xviii. 20, xxviii. 18---20. 1 Cor. xi. 23---29. xii. 28.
John xx. 21---23. 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. 4. The proper end of church
power is not mere decency, but the spiritual edification of
men,—the confirmation of them that stand; the recovery of
them that are fallen; and the salvation of many, 1 Tim. v.
20. 1. 20. 1 Cor.v. 5. Jude 22, 23. 5. The laws of Moses
manifest that Christ appointed a particular form of govern-
ment in the Jewish charch. But in no respect could thev
need an express form more than the Christian church, or the
Mediator’s care of them. be greater. Human inventions are
now no more wise and holy; or Christ more in love with them
than in the days of old, Heb. iii. 1---6. Matth. xv. 1-..9. It
is absurd to suppose, that after Christ gave himself for his
church, he abandoned the forming and manner of governing
it to the imaginations of men, which are only evil continually,
Gen. vi. 5. viii. 1. 6. The account of the ordinances, offi-
cers, and procedure of the Christian church, which we have
in Scripture, exhibits every thing necessary to a partitular
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form of government. 7. By attempting to support from Scrip-
ture their own particular forms of church gevernment, almost
all professed Christians have manifested their belief that some
particular form of it is appointed by Christ.

The whole power communicated by Jesus Christ, for the go-
vernment of his church, is of a srixiTUAL nature, correspond-
ing to the nature of his kingdom, Joha xviii. 36. 1. The source
and author of it is Christ, the quickening Spirit, Mat. xxviil.
18—20. xvi. 19. xviii. 15—20. John xx. 21—23. 1 Cor. xv. 45.
2. The rule of it is not the carnal statutes of men, but the spi-
ritual oracles of the Holy Ghost, 1 Tim. iii. 14, 15. 2 Tim. iii.
15—17. Tsa. viii. 20. 3. The matter of it is spiritual: "The
keys of order and government are not carnal, but keys of the
kingdom of heaven, Mat. xvi. 19. The doctrine preached re-
lates not to human science, but is spiritual and divine, 2 Pet. i
19, 20, 21. 2 Tim. iii. 15~-17. Tit. ii. 10. Heb. v. 12. vi. 5.
Eph. i. 13."iv. 21. vi. 17. 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. 1 Cor. it. 2. 1. 23, 24.
Rom. i. 16, 17. The sacraments confirm only spiritual privi-
leges, Rom. iv. 11. vi. 4, 5. 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. xi. 23-29. 'Lhe
discipline is spiritual, reaching neither to body nor purse, bug
to soul and conscience, Mat. xvi. 19, xviii. 15—20. 1 Cor. v.
4,5,13. 2 Cor. ii. 1—17. John xx. 21—23. 4. The objects of
this power are spiritual,—men considered not as of this world,
but as spiritual members of Christ’s mystical body; and their
conduct not as civil, but as pleasing or displeasing to God in
Christ, Gal. vi.1. 1 Cor. 1. 15. v.11—13. 2 Cor. xiii. 8.
5. The tendency of it is spiritual,—to gain sinful men to Jesus
Christ, destroy their sin, and save their souls, Eph. iv. 11—13.
1 Cor. v. 5. .

All church-power is bestowed by Christ for the advantage of
all the members of his charch, Eph. iv. 11—13. 2 Cor. xiil. 8,
10. x. 8. Acts xxvi. 17, 18. 1 Pet. iii. 21. Rom. iv. 11. 1 Cor.
x. 16, 17. Mat. xviii. 15—17. 1 Tim. v. 20. i.20. Tit. i 13:
1 Cor.v. 5,7, 13. 2Cor. ii. 75 and every one is warranted to
improve it to his spiritual advantage, and to try whether that
which is dispensed to him be according to the word of God,
1 John iv. 1. Acts xvii. 11. 1 Thess. v. 21. But no power of
" office for dispensing public ordinances in doctrine, worship, go-
~ vernment, or discipline, is lodged by Christ in the commuualy of

the faithful. 1. Not the Christian people, but particular rulers
are, in Scripture, warranted to preach the gospel, administer sa-
craments, ordain officers, censure or absolve delinquents, Rom.
x. 15. Heh. v. 4, 5.1 Cor. iv. 1. Mark xvi. 15, 16. 1 Tim, ive
- 14, 15. Acts xiv. 23. vi. 3, 6. Tit. 1. 1 Tim. iii. v. 20. 1. 20.
Mat. xviii. 18. xvi. 19. 1 Cor. v. 4. 2 Cor. ii. 6. Tit. iii. 10.
2. The gifts necessary for the execution of ecclesiastical offices
are no where promised, or represented as given to the commu-

.
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nity of believers, but only to church officers, Mat. xxviii. 19,
20 xvi. 19. John xx. 21—23. 1 Cor. xil. 7, 8. 1 Tim, iii. 2.
2 Tim. ii. 2. Eph. iv. 11, 12, 3. No where are the Christian
people in general, but particular officers, marked by characters
which denote authority :— Nay, they are represented as the flock ;
the family; the body; and subjects ; and are commanded to ho-
nour, obey, and submit to their officers, who are represented as
elders, overscers, rulers, guides, governments, Acts XX. 17, 28S.
1 Thess. v. 12. 1 Tim. v. 17. Heb. xiii. 7, 17. 1 Cor. xii.
98. 4. Great absurdity and confusion would ensue, if even all
adult believers should be admitted to govern the church. Al
would be rulers: who then would remain to be ruled? Al
would be stewards of the mysteries of God to themselves and
others: who then could need the dispensation of them?
Turther, unless manhood, which is nothing spiritual, draw all
church power to male believers, women, who are prohibited to
speak in the church, must be allowed as much authority in go-
vernment as men, 1 Cor. xiv. 3, 4. 1 Tim. 1i. 12. More-
over, What neglect of business, what disorder must ensue, if
all adult believers be equal triers and ordainers of pastors, or cen-
surers of subtle heretics? If elders or deacons offend, their
spiritual pupils and ehildren must be their judges and correctors.
If a whole congregation fall into error and scandal, who can
reclaim them? ,

CiviL magistrates ought to encourage and protect the church:
and, in so doing, may, in their station, act in a manner like to
parents and masters in theirs. By a proper exercise of their
civil power, and for the good of the commonwealth, they ought to
prevent and remove persecution, profaneness, idolatry, supersti-
tion, heresy, aud every other thing which tends to hinder the
pure worship of God, Isa. xlix. 23. 1x. 3, 10, 16. Rom. xiil. 3,
4. 1 Tiny. ii. 2. 2 Chron. xv. 8, 16. xvil. 3—10. xxxi. L, XXXiil.
15. 2 Kings xviii. 4. xxiii.—They ought to prescrve for the
church her fulness of spiritual power allowed her by Christ;
and by providing places of instruction, and maintainance for
pastors and other instructors, and by encouraging laws, and
their own example, they ought to promote the administration
of, and attendance upon the ordinances of the gospel, 2 Chron.
v, 9—16. xx. T—9. xvii. xxix. xx¥. XXXl XXXiv. XXX7, Deut.
<vil, 18—20. 1 Chron. xxii.—xxv. Neh. xiii. 10—14.—— As
heads of families ought to promote sound principles and holy
practices in their families,—magistrates ought to promote and
establish the reformation of doctrine, worship, discipline, and
government of the church in their dominfons, as a mean of pro-

moting their happiness. And for this end, may call synods of

church officers for settling and governing her aflairs according

“to the word of God, Ixod. xxxii, Josh. xxiil. xxiv. 2 Kings
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xviii, 4—7. xii. xxii. xxiii. 2 Chron. xv. xvii. xxxiv. XXXV,
1 Sam. vii. 6. 2 Chron. xx. 3. Jonah iii. 7. Ezra viii. 21.—By
their civil authority, they ought to enforce her laws or consti-
tutions which are warranted by the word of God ; as observing
them tends to promote the welfare of the nation, and ought to
excite her rulers' and members to an external performance of
their duty by every method agreeable to the gospel; and ought
to punish open violations of God's law, as crimes which disho-
hour him, whose deputies they are, and bring a curse on the
commonwealth, 2 Chron. xv. xxx. xxxi. xxxiv. xxxv. Neh. xiii.
Dan. iii, 28, 29. vi. 26, 27. Deut. xxi. 18—21, Gen. ix. 6.
Num, xxxv. 30—32. xv. 30—36. Job xxxi. 9, 11. Lev. xx.
11—25. Exod. xxii. 1—15. Deut. xix. 16. xiil. 1—6. xvii. 1--8,
Lev. xvii. 2, 8. 2 Chron. xv. 13, 16. Job xxxi, 26, 27, 28. Lev.
xxiv. 15, 16. Rom. xiii. 3, 4. 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. Heb. x. 28.
Ossec. I. ¢¢-In their care about religion they must not act

 as magistrates, but as Christians.” Axsw. Why separate their.

Christianity from their power ? Are not all parents and mas-
ters, that are Christians, obliged by the law of God to act as
Christians in these stations? Why may not magistrates also
act as Christians in the execution of their office ? In neither

of these cases does Christianity add to men’s power, but quali-

fies them for the better exercise of the power which they have,
on another foundation.

Ossxc. II. ¢ The abave proofs are generally taken from
¢ Jewish magistrates, who were ecclesiastical rulers, and their
“ nation an ecclesiastical nation.” Axsw. Notwithstanding the
- Jewish magistrates were deputies under God, who was the Su-
preme King of their nation; yet-it never can he proved that
. they were church rulers, till it be demonstrated that proselytes

of the covenant and of the gate had equal privileges with Jews .

in both church and state; that every thing which excluded
from church fellowship, excluded -also from ecivil privileges;
that fining, burning, stoning, &c. of malefactors were ordi-
nances of Christ, for worship of God, as well as excommunica-
tions ; and that there is no difference between the judicial and
ceremontal laws. '

Ossec. III. ¢ If magistrates have such power about religion, -

¢ they ought, by fines, imprisonment, death, or the like, to force
. *¢ their subjects to whatever themselves think to be the true re-
" ¢ ligion; and 5o bereave them of their natural liberties, in
¢ which they are bound to protect them.” Awxsw. 1. Parents
and masters can do much to promote true religion in their fami-
lies, without either starving or hurtfully beating any under

their charge. 2. Not the conscience of either magisirates or,

subjects, but the law of God, is the standard of duty to them.
3. If magistrates act according to the law of God, they can
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never attempt to propagate the true religion by methods which
God never enjoined for that end, or Whicﬁ tend to disparage re-
ligion. 4. As all liberty, civil as well as sacred, proceeds from
God himself, it can never be a protection of men in idolatryy
b]asphemy, notorious heresy, or profanation of the Sabbath,
which render them open and insolent, dishonourers of, and re-
bels against God, and plagues to the nation,—any more than
protect them in treason, murder, or theft.

But Christ has communicated no spiritual power to civil ma-
gistrates. 1. No where doth he appear to bestow any such
power on magistrates, but on his apostles and their siccessors,
as officers in the church, Mat. xvi. 19: xviii. 18. xxviii. 18—20.,
John xx. 21—23. Nor, in his establishment of his gospel-
church, could he bestow any such power on magistrates, as both
Jewish and Heathen were open enemies to him, and the civil
power of the former just expiring. 2. For about 300 years
the whole power of the Christian church was exercised, while
the magistrates of those countries continued heathens and bloody
persecutors. The word was preached; the sacraments dis-
pensed ; the unruly admonished; the scandalous rebuked; the
obstinate excommunicated; the penitent absolved ; elders and
deacons ordained; synods assembled; and ecclesiastical decrees
enacted, Actsiv. 2, 1 Tim. iii. 16. Acétsxx. 7. 1 Cor %i. 17—29.
Acts ii. 41, 42. viii. 12. xiii. 1—3, xiv. 23. 1 Tim. iv. 14. Tit.
L. 5. Acts vi. 1—6. 1 Tim. v. 20. i. 20. 1 Cor. v. 4, 5, 2 Cor. ii.
6—8. Acts Xv. xvi. 4. 3. No where do magistrates appear
in the list of church-officers recorded in Secripture. Nay, if
children, women, or heathens, how could they be capable of “rul-
ing the Christian church? Rom. xii. 6—8.1 Cor. xii, 28, Eph.
iv. 11, 12. 1 Cor. xiv. 34. Eph. ii. 12. 4. Church-government
Is altogether independent on civil government. Church-officers
are not set up by the state, hut by the Lord, Acts xx. 28.
1Cor. iv. 1,2 xii. 28. 1 Thess. v. 12. Eph. iv. 11. They preach
the gospel, dispense sacraments, inflict or absolve from ‘spiritual
censures, which no magistrates have power to do, Rom. x. 15,
2 Chron. xxvi. 18, 19. © They .may execute their office, not
only without the consent, but contrary to the command of
civil magistrates, Acts iv. 19. v. 29. 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. Mat. xviii.
17, 18. 'Tit. iii. 10. Rev.ii.ili. None can lawfully appeal
from an _ecclesiastical decision of a spiritual cause to the
civil magistrate, Mat. ii. 7. Deut. xvii, 8—10. 1 Cor. xiv. 32.
Acts xiv. xvi. 4. Even kings, if disorderly church-members,
are to be censured by church-rulers, 2 Thess. iii. 6. Mat. xviii.
15—18. 5. Civil and ecclesiastical power exceedingly differ in
many respects: 1. In their proper origi. In its general na-
ture civil government flows from God as Creator, Preserver,
and King of nations; and, excegting the Jewish theocracy, is,:

o ,
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in its particular form, an ordinance of men, Rom. xiil. 1—4.

514, Jer. xxvii. 12. Luke xii. 18, 14 All church‘
lo‘lzfetx: :; dlerived from Christ as mediatorial head of the church;
Mat. xvi. 19. xxviil. 18—20. Eph. iv. 11,12. 1 (.Z‘or. xii. 28i-
2. In the formal nature of their object. The church isa spu"lti\lxg,
society, and body and spouse of Christ. The state, which is
the object of the magistrate’s power, 18 2 carnal and earthly sz—
ciety, Eph. 122 v. 25 iv. 8—11. 1 Cor. xii. 28.-Acts vi. 3,l .
xiii, 1—4. xiv. 23. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 1 Cor. iv. 12. v. 20. J}(:'"}ll
xviii. 36. Jer. xxix. 7, xxvii. 7, 17. 3. In the matter in whic
they are exercised. Civil power 1s worldly, and exercised lr:l
making and executing civil laws, enforced th'h\reyv?,rds.and

unishments of a worldly nature. Church-power 1s spiritual; and
exercised in preaching the gospel, dispensing sacramenté, an
inflicting medicinal censures for the benefit of souls, 2 o'i"‘.'x.
4, 5, 8. Heb. xiii. 17. 9 Thess. ii. 3, 4. 3 John 9, 10. 1 f‘1m.r
ii’i. 5. 1 Cor. xiv. 5, 34. xii, 28. v. 13. 4. In the manner 01 ex-
ercising them. 1In exercising civil power, men may make laws,
—judge according to human laws,—may act by d'elega'te_sl, or
one by himself alone ;—must enforce obedience with civi If"fei‘
sards or punishments, from which last repentance 1 not suffi-
cient to exempt a criminal. In exercismng church power we

must make no laws, but judge every thing by the word of God. -

' st always act in the name of Christ: We cannot dsle-
VZfe‘Yz:\l:tp%)wel?’ to any other, nor one person exercise 1t by Illlx'm-
self, in acts of government; nor enforce obedience by any t! 11n7g
put what is of a sp‘iritual nature, Mat. XXvlL }8—.20.d?§v111. d.
. Acts xxvi. 17,18 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. 5. Ip their immediate enl.
Magistracy is to be executed for promoting the outward 1weLL-
fare of men.as members of the commonwealth, Rom, xin. 1=

1 Tim. 1. 1, 2. Church-power must be exercised for promoting .

‘ritual salvation of men as uniged to Christ, ?nd _members
f)}fl'eh??giurch, Eph. iv. 12. Acts XXVl 17, 18. 1 Tim. 1de16 '
CrrisT has not lodged church-power in the hands o lzoc&f(}z]@
bishops, that bear rule over preaching Ergsbygers.h 1 he
Scriptures expressly forbid all lordly dominion in the c2 ;r% L
3 John 9. 1 Pet: v. 3. Luke xxil. 25, 26. Ma_tth. xx. 25, 20.
Not tyrannical, but lordly dominior, hgw.ever mild, is he\rfe pro-
hibited. . The Greek word expressing 1t 13 used by the SEVENTY
in Gen. i 28. Psalm lxxil. 8. cx. 2, to express d?lmlrpon,
“which none dare pretend to be tyran1z2cal.—How absurd to ima-

gine, that the mother of James and John asked a tyrannical

i ' knowledged
for her sons from Christ! Or that he who ac
I()Joazgglr""s('):l{t.hority, Matth. xxii. 21, would represent all heathen

rulers as tyrants! 2, Bishops and Presbyters are represented as "4

i i ishops or overseers
same officers in Scripture. Several bishop
:Erleerz t:‘ty Ephesus, all of whom are called elders or presbyters

t
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Acts xx. 17, 28.  Several bishops governed the church in Phi:
lippi, no great city, having no inferior officers but deacons,
Phil i 1. 1 Tim. iii. 8. The reason why elders or presbyters
must be of good report is, that bishops must be blameless;
which marks them the same; Tit. " =, 6. FElders must feed
God's flock EPIsCOPOUNTES, acting the p rt of bishops over them,
L Pet. v.2, 3. Judas had a bishopric, Acts i. 20. Peter and
John, not inferior apostles, were presbyters, 1 Pet.v. 1. 2 John
i. 3. The power of ordaining pastors, which diocesans claim
for their distinguishing prerogative, is, by the Scripture, placed
in no standing church-officer, but in the presbytery, or meeting
of elders. Nay, where elders were ordained, even the apostles
did not by themselves ordain pastors, but concurred as members
of the preshytery, 2 Tim. i. 6. 1 Tim. iv. 14.

To anticipate objections, it must be observed, 1. That the
orweLvE and the seventy disciples whom Christ, before' bis
death, appointed to preach the gospel, had all of them equal
power and authority, and but a temporary commission; Mat. x.
Luke x. 1—21. 2. The apostleship for life bestowed on seve-
ral after his resurrection, was an extraordinary office,. in which

- they had no successors. 3. That neither Timothy nor Titus

were fixed diocesans, but tfinerant evangelists, who either tra-
velled with the apostles, or were sent by them to supply their
place, 1 Thess, i. 1. @ Thess. i. 1. Rom. xvi: 21. Heb: xiii. 23
Col.i. 1. Phil. ii. 19. 2 Cor. i. 1. 1 Cor. iv. 17. xvi. 10. 2 Cor.
i 19. iii. 2. 1 Tim. i. 3. 2 Tim. iv. 9, 10, 12. Galii. 3. 2 Cor
i 13. vii. 6, 7. viil. 16, 23. xii. 18. Tit. iil. 12. 4. That the
angels of the Asian churches were not diocesan bishops; but
their pastors in general: and hence one angel is sometines ad-
dressed as several persons, Rev. ii. 10, 24. 5. That for the first
three hundred years of the Christian church, such as moderated
in their courts, or were more aged, or had more noted congre-
gations, were often called bishops: and, in the last case, had
other ordained preachers to assist them, and to officiate in ease
of their imprisonment or death. But we haveno decisive proof
of any diocesan lords. Nor do any, except the principal pas-

- tors of Rome, seem to have struggled hard for such .a pre-emi-

nence. 6. That no Protestant church, except in England and
Treland, is governed by diocesan bishops; properly so called,
though indeed the almost nominal ones of Sweden and Den-
mark would gladly be such, 7. That almost all the noted pri-
mitive doctors of the Christian cliurch grant that diocesan Epis-
copacy has no foundation in Scripture. 8. Scarcely one argu-
ment hath ever been produced for the support of diocesan Epis-
copacy, but bath been effectually overturned by some other
learned prelatist; nor indeed can they combat the Popish go-
vernment. without destroying their own. 9. Diocesan bishops,
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as such, have never been any. honour to the church, or centre

of unity: but have often been introducers and supporters of
Popish abominations.. \

1r Christ has not lodged church-power in the communily of

the faithful, or in magistrates, or tn diocesan bishops, he must
have placed it in officers of his own appointment, Matth. xvi. 19.
xviii. 18—20. 2 Cor. x. 8. Heb. xiii. 7, 17. 1 Tim. v, 17.
1 Thess. v. 12.—Some of these were EXTRAORDINARY, appoint-
ed for the first erection of the gospel-church. 1. ArosTLES,
who had an immediate commission from Clirist equally extend-
ed to all nations, as occasions offered,—were privileged with an
infallibility in their doctrine;—had a constant power of work-
ing miracles as directed by God, and of speaking languages
which they had never learned ;—had power to confer the mira-
culous influences of the Holy Gliost on others, and of sending
forth evangelists, or by themselves ordaining presbyters and
deacons, Mark xvi. 15—-20. Acts i.—=xxi. 2. EVANGELISTS,
who assisted the apostles in planting or watering churches, and,

by their direction, ordained presbyters and deacons, and erected

judicatories in infapt churches. 3. PROPHETS, who explained

. dark passages of Scripture, and sometimes foretold future events,"
" 1 Cor. xiv. 20—32. Acts xi. 28, xxi. 10, 11. - ‘

"Others of these officers were okDINARY, which are divided
into BrsHors, OVERSEERS O ELpERS, and DEACONS. Bishops

or elders are subdivided into pastors, or elders that labour in’

word and doctrine, and elders that only rule well. Their name
Bisnor or Oversees marks their authority over and inspection
of others. PaEspYTER or ELpER denotes their gravity, pru-
dence, and experience, and their being but subordinate rulers
under Christ to declare and execute his léws. Thus we have
three distinet kinds of church-officers, Pastors, RuLixe Er-
_DERS, and Deacons. The office of the first includes the power
of the two latter; and that of the second the power of the last,
but not the distinguishing power of the first; and the office of

deacons includes no power peculiar to either of the two pre-.

ceding offices. .
1. The pastoral office is a spiritual relation to the Christian

church, empowering men to preach the gospel, dispense the sa-

craments, and eoncur in acts of governing church-members.

" ts divine institution is evident. . 1. God furnishes and appoints

pastors, teachers,. bishops or overseers, in the church, 1 Cor. xii.

e Eph. iv. 11, Acts xx. 26, Rom. xii, 68, 2. The quall-

fications of such officers are divinely prescribed, 1 Tim. iii. 1—8.
v. 21, 22. Tit. i. 5—9. 3. Such characters are, by the Holy

Ghost, ascribed to them, as import authority and call to their

work, as pastors, teachers, rulers, stewards, preachers, heralds,

dmbassadors, bishops, Eph. iv. 11. 1 Cor. xii. 26, 1 Tim. v. 17.
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1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. Luke xii. 42. Rom. x. 15. 2 Cor. v. 19, 20.
Acts xx. 28. 1 Pet. v. 2, 3. Rev.i.20. 1 Thess. v.12. Col. i.
7. Eph. vi. 1. Matth. ix. 38. 4, The manner of their en-
trance on their office, by the call of the church and ordination
of the presbytery, is divinely preseribed, Acts i. 15---26. xiv.
23. 1 Tim. Iv. 14. 5. The work which belongs to this office
is divinely prescribed, 1 Pet. v. 2, 3. 1 Tim. iv. 14---16. Acts
vi. 2, 4. € Tim. iv. 2. ii. 25, 96. 2 Cor. xii. 15, 1 Cor. xiv. 9, 16,
17. Lzek. xxxiv. 2, 4. Heb. xiii. 17. Acts xxvi. 17, 18. Mat.
xx'vii.i_. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 23—26. 2 Tim. ii. 2. 1 Cor.v. 4,13. -
'Tit. iii. 10. 2 Cor. ii. 6, 7. 6. People’s behaviour towards mi-
nisters is prescribed by God, 1 Thess. v. 12, 13. 1 Tim. v. 17.
Heb. xiii. 7, 17. Gal. vi. 6. 1 Cor. ix. 7—19. 2 Thess. iii. 1.
7. God has promised them encouragement in, and a reward of
their work, 2 Cor. iii. 3, 5, 6. Rev. ii. 1. Matth. xxviii. 20.
<vi. 19. John xx. 23. Matth. x. 40—42. Luke x. 16. John
xiit. 20, 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.

_The office of the gospel ministry is PERPETUAL, continuing
till the end of the world. 1. God has provided nothing to
supply its place: Nor can any bestowal gf the Holy Ghost
exc ud.e it, any more than it did in the apostolic age, Acts
§—xxi. xxvi. 17, 18. Heb. xi. 40. 2. The necessity of it is
perpetual.  Men are in every age ignorant and corrupt; Satan
active; heresy and error raging, or ready to spring up; gos-
pel mysteries much unknown; the conversion of sinners, edi-
fication of saints, and silencing of gainsayers, still necessary,
1 T.xm. iv. 1—3. @ Tim. iii. I—7. 2 Thess, fi. 3—12. Acts
xxvi. 17, 18. Eph. iy. 12—15. Tit. i 11, 3. The removal of
the gospel ministry is represented as an heavy judgment, which
it could not be any more than the aholishing the Jewish cere-
monies, ynless the perpetual continuance of it were necessary,
Rev. ii. 5. 4. God has wonderfully preserved a gospel mi-
nistry amidst all the destructive rage and persecution of hea-
theg‘s and antichristians, Rev. vi. xi. xil. xiv. 5. The divine
ordinances which are connected with a gospel ministry, are
appointed to continue till the end of the world, Eph.iv. 11—
13. Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 26. 1 Tim. vi. 14.

It is requisite to 2 man’s being a minister of the gospel, ;that
he be divinely qualified with, 1. Proper abilities, rendering him .
apt to teach, which includes rational and ex erimental know-
ledge of divine truths, and being able to explain’and inculcate
them in 2 manner calculated tp enlighten the minds, impress
the consciences, and excite the affections of his ‘hearers, Eph.
iv. 7—11. 1 Cor. ix. 7. jil 8. vi. 19, 20, 1 Tim. iii. 2. 1 Cor.
xil. 8 Col. iv. 8, 4. 1 Cor. iv. 19. ii. 2, 4, 6, 7, 18. 2 Cor. ii.
]4« iv. 2, 5. 2 Tim. ii. 15. Isa. 1 4. xlix. 1, 2. Iviii. 1. Mic.
iii, 8, 1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. Acts xxiv. 25. 2. A blameless,
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holy, ‘and edifying conversation, 1 Tim. iii. 1—8. 2 Tim, ii,
2, 21, 22. Tit.i. 5—9. 3. Distinguished zeal for advancing
the glory of God in Christ, and tender compassion to the souls
of men, Rev. iii. 19. Psalm Ixix. 9. exix. 139. Gal. iv. 18, 19,
2 Cor. xii. 14, 15. 1 Thess. ii. 8. 1 Pet. v. 2. Jude 22.

" All heads of families, teachers of youth, and even neigh-
bours, ought, in a private manner, to instruct those under their
charge, in the truths of the gospel.. But none, without being
regularly called to it, however well qualified, ought to exercise
any part- of the ministerial office. 1. The Scripture plainly-
distinguishes hetween gifts for, and a mission to that office,
John xx. 21, 23.'Is\a. vi. 6, 7, 9. 2. It most ex ressly de-
clares 2 call absolutely necessary to render one a publie teacher,
Rom. x. 15. Heb. v. 4, 6. Jer. xxiii: 21, 32. 3. The charac-
ter of preachers, heralds, ambassadors, stewards, walchmen, an-
gels, messengers, &c. necessarily import a divine call, 1 Cor.
ix. 17. 2 Cor. v. 20. 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. Heb. xiii. 17. Rev. i. 20.
4. Rules prescribed for the qualifications, election, and ordi-
nation of gospel ministers, are, declared binding until the se-
cond coming of Christ, 1 Tim. iii. 1—8. v. 21, 22. vi. 13.

5. God severely punished Korah, Saul, Uzza, Uzziah, and .

. the sons of Sceva, for. their intermeddling with the work of
the sacred office, Num. xvi.3---11; 32---38, 40. 1 Sam. xiit.
8§—14. 1 Chron. xiii. 9, 10. 2 Chron. xxvi. 16---18. Acts xix.
i3---16. 6. To rush into the ministerial office without a pro-

er call, is inconsistent with a proper impression of the awful
Eature of the work of it, 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6. 'ii. 16. Ezek. il 17---
91." xxxiii. 1--20. Rom. i. 1. Gal. i. 15, 16. John iii. 27, 28.
Heb. xiii. 17. v. 4, 5; and introduces wild disorder and error,
Gal.il. 5. 7. Christ’s manifold connection with this office,—
in his being the author of it, Eph. iv. 11, 12; his suspending
much of the order and edification of his church on it, Acts xx.

98. 1 Pet. v. 1---3; his including such power and authority in

it, Matth. xvi. 19. xviii. 18; his committing such an import-
ant trust to ministers, Col. iv. 17. 1 Tim. vi. 20; his enjoin-
ing his people to honour and obey them, 1 Tim.v.17. Heb.
xiii. 7, 17; and his promising present assistance 1n, and future

gracious rewards to_ their faithful discharge of their work,— -

* . ot

manifests the necessity of a divine and regular call to it, Mat.
xxviii. 20. 1 Pet. v. 4. s

The call of an ordinary pastor to his work ought to be two- .

fold. 1. A divirie call, which consists in Gods inwardly in-
clining his heart to it in an humble manner, and by regular
ineans; and which is often attended by'a tract of providences
~ shutting him up fo it, exclusive of any other. 2 An eccle-
siastical call, which consists in the election of the Christian
peoplé to whom he is to minister, and the ordination of the
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presbytery. That adult Christians have a right from Christ
to choose their own pastors is evident: 1. The church being a
voluntary society, none imposed upon her members by men can
be related to them as their pastor. 2. None can so well judge
what gifts are best suited to their spiritual edification as Chris-
tians themselves. 3. If men may choose their servants or
physicians, why hinder Christians from choosing the servants
and subordinate physicians of their souls? 4. The Scripture
allows the election of pastors in ordinary cases to adult Chris;
tians, and to none else, Actsi. 15---26. vi. 1—6. xiv. 23. 5.
Christ requires his people to try the spirits, which supposes
their ability to do se, and their power to choose such only as
they find most proper to edify their souls, and to refuse others,
1 John iv. 1. 6. The introduction of ministers into their
office by patronage, of whatever form, has its origin from
Popery; tends to establish a tyranny over men’s conscience,
whom Christ has made free;—to fill pulpits with naughty,
impious, and indolent clergymen ;—encourages simony, sacri-
lege, and perjury;—and effectually gives Christ the lie, mo-
delling his kingdom after the form of those of this world,
Ezek. -xxxiv., 2---4. Isa, lvi. 9---12. John xviii. 36.—The or-
dination of candidates chosen for the ministerial office is not
the work of the people, but of the presbytery, 1 Tim.i. 14.
9 Tim. i. 6. ii. 2. Acts xiii. 1--3. xiv. 23."1 Tim. v. 21, 22.

" The work of a pastor when ordained, is, 1. With much in-
ward compassion and zeal for the welfare of their hearers’
souls, to feed them with the truths of Christ according to their
different necessities, both publicly and privately, whether in
the form of sermons, lectures, catechizing, or exhortation,
when sick, &c. 1 Pet,v. 3. 2 Cor. v. 11. 1 Cor..ix. 16 Phil.
i. 17, 24, 25. 1 Tim. vi. 20. iii. 15, iv. 15, 16, 2 Tim. iv, 2.
Gal. vi. 6. Heb. v. 11, 13. 1 Cor. iii. 1. Acts xx. 20, 21, 27,
28, 31, 35. xxvi. 17, 18. Ezek. xxxiv. 1-—16. iii. 17--21.
xxxiii. 1—20. Col. i. 28, 29, Isa, x1. 11. 1. 4. 1 Thess. ii. 2—
12. v. 12, James v. 14. 2 Cor. xi. 28, 29. 2. To administer
the sacraments in a proper manner to proper persons, Matth.
xxviii. 19, 20, vii. 6. 1 Cor. xi. 23—29. 3. To rule over
their people with impartiality, zeal, meekness, and prudence,
censuring offenders, and absolving penitents, Heb. xiii, 17.
1 Tim. v. 20, 21. i, 20. Tit. iii. 10, 11. Rev. ii. 2; 14, 20.
1 Cor.v.4, 5. 2 Cor.ii. 6, 7. 4. To care and provide for
the poor, Gal, ii. 9, 10. 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. 2 Cor. viil, ix.
5. To give himself habitually to effectual fervent prayer for the
church of Christ in general, and espegially for those -of his
particular charge, Acts vi. 2, 4. Eph. jii. 14--19. i. 15---20.

Gal. iv. 19. Col. iv. 12. 6. To exemplify his doctrines and '

exhortations in an eminently meek, humble, holy, and edify-
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ing conversation, 1 Thess. i, 10. 1 Tim. iv. 7, 8, 12, 16. vi,
11, 12. 2 Tim. ii. 1, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23. iii. 14. Tit. i. 7---9.
ii. 7, 8. Matth. v. 16—48. ’
II. It is plain from Scripture declarations, that Christ has
al!l)pointed rulers in his church that are not appointed to preach
the gospel, Rom. xii. 7, 8. Heb. xiii. 7, 17. Different gifts
qualify men for teaching and for ruling, Eph.iv. 7. Such
rulers are necessary for the assistance of pastors, Gal. ii. 9,
10. Acts vi. 2---4. Exod. xviii. 17---23.—'The complete form
of every Christian congregation requires several elders, Acts
xx, 17---38. xiv. 23. Christian churches have courts similar
. to those Jewish ones which had the power of excommunica-
tion; and which cansisted of elders ruling as representatives
of the congregation, Matth, xviii. 15—17. Num. xxxv. 24.
Deut. xix. 12. Josh, xx, 4, 6. Exod. xii. 3, 21; by compar-
ing of which texts we find that congregation denotes rulers of
it. . The sevENTY use the very word Eccresta, which is trans-
lated church in Matth. xxviii. 17.—But the divine appointment
of ruling elders is still more evident, 1. ¥rom Rom. xii. 5---8,
where we find in the one body ef the gospel church prorursy-
1Ne, which includes teaching and exhortation, which may cor-
respond with teachers and pastors, Eph. iv. 11; and mimNisTRY,
answerable to the deacon that gives out the churel’s charity,
and shews mercy in visiling the sick and imprisoned,—and to
the elder that rules with diligence. Here different gifts, given
to profit withal, infer different offices, LEph. iv. 7---11. 1 Cor.
xii. 7, 8. Here is one that rules characterized by different
gifts, and different work. 2. From 1 Cor. xii. 28, where we
find covERNMENTS, that is, governors, even as MiracLes de-
note workers of miracles,—set by God in the Christian church.
While they are represented as different from nrres or dea-
cons, Acts vi. 1---6, their designation of governments marks
that their office is chiefly, if not solely, executed in ruling. It
much more properly denotes them rulers of church members,
than mere mandgers of churech money.—It is further ohserv-
able, that God has set soME, not ALy, governments or gover-
gors in the church, From 1 Tim.y. 17, where some elders
are represented as worthy of double honour, though they do
no more than rule well, while others are represented as more
worthy of double honour, because they nat only rule well, but
also lghour tn word and doctrine.—All which elders belong to
the church, compare chap.i. 19. iv, 14, iii. 15.—Korronrrs,
labouring; doth not denote uncommon diligence, but the com-
mon duty of all gospel ministers, 1 Cor. iii. 8, 1 Thess. v. I2,
John iv. 38.—MaLista, especially,—always in the New Tes-

tament - distinguishes persons or things of the same general

class, one from another, Acts xx. 38." xxiii. 26, xxvi. 3, Gal,
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vi. 10. Phil. iv. 22. 1 Tim. iv. 10 v. 8. 2 Tim. iv. 13, Tit. i
10. Philem. 16. 2 Pet. ii. 10.——Not only do most of the

. chief Fathers in the Christian church declare for ruling elders;

but even Papists and Episcopalians, who inveigh against them,
have a shadow of them in their chancellors, officials, commis-
saries, wardens: and bishops having no care of souls, are lay
elders properly so called.——Independents also manage most of
their congregational affairs by a few of their number.

The necessary qualifications of ruling elders are, 1. True
piety, 1 Tim. iv. 12. 2 Tim. ii. 21, 22. 2. Capacity for judg-
mg causes, 1 Chron. xii. 32. Deut. i. 13. 1 Kings iii. 5—15.

. Isa. xi. 2--5. Num. xi. 16, 17. 3. Wisdom, prudence, and up-

rightness of conduct, connected with a good report from others,
1 Tim. iii. 1—8. Psalm ¢i. 2—8.—Their ordination ought to
be transacted in much the same manner as that of teaching elders
or pastors.—Their duty in general is to rule well; particularly,
1. In judging the agreeableness of doctrines to the word of
God,~—judicially declaring what seems good to the Holy Ghost
and to them, in controverted points of principle or practice,
Acts xv. 28, 29. xvi. 4. Rev. 1i. 2. Acts xx,17—31. 2. In
admitting persons to church-fellowship on proper qualifications,
Matth, xvi. 19. 3. In directing or encouraging church-mem-
bers to observe Christ’s laws, for the honour of God and their
own mutual edification, Heb. xiii. 7, 17. 4. In taking care
that all the ordinances of the gospel be duly preserved in their
purity and perfection, Songi. 7,8. 5. In carefully watching
over the moral behaviour of church-members,—instructing, ad-
monishing, exhorting, comforting, or rebuking them, as they
find cause, Heb. xiji. 17, 6. In visiting the sick in bedy, or
distressed in mind, Jam. v. 14. 7. Inmaking provision for the
poor, or other expences necessary for promoting the spiritual
welfare of the congregation, Acts xi. 27---30. 8. In judging
the case of offenders and penitents, in order to censure the for-
mer, and absolve the latter, Matth. xviii. 15---18. xvi. 19.
9. In regulating diets of fasting, thanksgiving, the Lord’s Sup-
per, &c. 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 40. ’
III. The divine appointment of DEeacoxs in the Christian
church is beyond dispute, Acts vi. 1---6. 1 Tim. iii. 8~-11.
Rom. xii. 8. 1 Cer. xii. 28, Phil. i. 1.—They ought to be men
of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost, and of wisdom, 1 Tim.
iii. 8—10. Acts vi. 3.—Their election and ordination ought not,
in its manner, to differ from that of elders, Acts vi. 1—6.— Their
work is to manage the temporal affairs of the congregation re-
lative to the table of the poor, the table of ministers, and the
table of the Lord, Acts vi. 2. 1 Cor. xii. 28. No other work
is annexed to their office in Scripture. Hence, though some of
the first seven deacons, becoming evangelists, might preach and
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administer sacraments, yet none, .as deacons, have any right to
do so. ‘

There is no hint in Scripture, that the offices of RULING EL-
pER and pEacoN were designed to be temporary. Both of them

_were appointed on moral grounds and necessities respecting
every ,c’l)\urch and period. The rules concerning them both are
to be observed till the end of the world, 1 Tim..vi. 13, 14. I_\Io
congregation can therefore answer to Jesus Christ for dropping
“of deacons, any more than for the dropping of ruling elders.

» "

CHAP. IIL

Of the Socrar EXERCISE of Church Power in Sesstons,
Presbyteries, and Synods.

IN preaching the gospel, and administering the sacraments,
‘ministers exercise their power as single persons. But all juris-
diction relative to admission of members, ordination of officers,
censyre of offenders, or absolution of penitents, is to be exercised
socially, in courts constituted of two or more rulers, in the name
of Jesus Christ,—viz. in Sesstons, Presbyteries, and Synods.

1. Sesstons are church courts constituted of the rulers of a
particular congregation. Their appointment by Christ is evi-
dent, 1, The light of nature teaches us to decide smaller mat-
ters by inferior courts, Exod. xviii. 17—23. 2. The Scripture
approves of judging lesser matters by inferipr courts, Exod.
xviti. 17—26. Matth. v. 22. xviji. 17—20. 3. In the form of
procéss against scandals, prescribed by Christ, there is a plain
allusion to the courts of the Jewish synagogues or congrega-
tional assemblies, Matth, xviii. 15—18. 4. In conformity to
the Jewish synagogues, every. Christian congregation hath se-
veral elders allotted to it by God’s warrant, Mark v. 35—38.
Luke viii. 41. xiii. 14. John ix. 22. Acts xiii. 15. xviil. 8, 17.
xiv. 23. Tit. 1. 5. 5. Necessity requires such courts; it being
impossible for every thing proper to be judged in congregations,
to be got carried to presbyteries and synods.—It belongs to
“sessions to inquire into the spiritual state or Christian charac-
ters of members of the congregation; to admit members to, or
suspend them from sealing ordinances; to admonish and rebuke
offenders, or absolve them when penitent. ‘

II. PrespyTERIES are church-courts constituted of different
pastors, and ruling elders from different cqng_regatlons.—-—Such
rourts are warranted by Christ. 1. Many affairs of the church,
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as trial, and ordination of pastors; judging subtle heretics;
composing differences in sessions, or between different congre-
gations, require such courts, Rom. xiv. 19. 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 40.
2. The strict connection of Christians in one mystical body of
Christ, requires that unity of fellowship among them should be
carried as far as possible, Rom. xii. 5. Eph. iv. 3—-6. 1 Cor.
xii. 13, 27. 4. There is an express mention of a presbytery at
the ordination of Timuthy, I Tim. iv. 14. 5. The Scripture
exhibits several patterns of one preshytery governing several
particular congregations of Christians, 1. At Jerusalem three
thousand were added to one hundred and twenty members of the
then forming church, and others daily adding, Acts i. 15. ii. 41,
47. Five thousand were afterwards added to them, and there-
after such multitudes, that the twelve apostles, on account of
their preaching the gospel, had not time to receive or distribute
their charity to the poor. To all these were added a great:
number of priests, and, no doubt, others obedient to the faith,
Acts iv. 4. v. 14. vi. 7. All these taken together could scarcely
be fewer than forty-thousand. Notwithstanding repeated
persecutions, Acts viii. xii. we find them many ten thousands,
Acts xxi. 20; which could scarcely be fewer than forty or eighty
thousand. Now, in what private house, and they had no other
place, could all these assemble to eat the Lord’s Supper toge-
ther.---The twelve apostles, with several other teachers, la-
boured ordinarily at Jerusalem, for many years, and preached
the gospel in different languages. Now, how absurd to pre-
tend, that they did all-this in one single congregation, Acts ii.
41, 42. iv. 31---37. vi. 2. viil. 14- xv. 2. ii. 5---12P---Never-
theless, all the Christians in and about Jerusalem are represent-
ed as one church, the rulers of which met together for acts of
government, Acts xi. 27, 30. xv. 2. vi. 1—6. xxi, 18. 2. At
Antioch a great number believed; and afterward much people was
added to the Lord, Acts xi. 24, 26. They had a great number
of teachers, Acts xi. 20, 23, 26. xiii. 1—3. xv.35. How could
such multitudes amidst persecutors find ene place fit to contain
them, in their eating the Lord’s Supper? Or, how could so
many teachers find work in one single congregation? Neverthe-
less, they are all called one church, Acts xiii. 1—3. xv. 35.

2 3. At Ephesus the word of God grew mightily and prevailed.

A multitude even of magicians believed, and burnt their devilish
books to the value of fifty thousand pieces of silver, Acts xix.
10, 17—20. 1 Cor. xvi. 8,9. They had Paul, and twelve other

“teachers, that prophesied at once; and afterwards a consider-

able number of presbyters or bishops, Acts xix. 1—10. xx. 17,
28, 36.—Nevertheless, all these Christians of Ephesus belonged

~ to one church, the rulers of which are represented as one dngel,
‘and met to judge their spiritual affairs, Rev. i. 11. ii. 1. Acts

’
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xx, 17, 28. 4. At Corinth many belicved; the Lord had much
people, Acts xviil. 8—10. They had a considerable number of
teachers that taught in different languages and churches, 1.Cor.
xiv. 20, 26, 29, 32, 34. Nevertheless, all the Christians at
_Corinth were but one church, the rulers of which -met together
for government, 1 Cor. i. 2. v. 4, 13. 2 Cor. ii. 6, 9. In none
of ﬁiese places had they then any diocesan bishops, as their
uniting heads.

III. Sywops are church-courts constituted of several presby-
teries, in order to review their sentences when necessary, and to
regulate affairs which are too hard for presbyteries, or which-
affect different presbyteries. The divine warrant for synods
appears, 1. From the ecclesiastical sanhedrim of the Jews,
which had the supreme power in excommunications, &c. 2 Chron.

"xix. 11. Mat. xviii. 18. 2. From the greater safety of exten-
sive consultation, Eeccl. iv. 9. Prov.xi. 14. 1 Cor. xiv. 32,
3. From the law of necessity in some cases,—as when a whole
presbytery or their people are infected with error or scandal ;

or when disputes arise between different presbyteries. 4. From 1

the unity of the church, Mat. xvi. 18. 1 Tim. iii. 15. Eph. iv,
412, 1 Cor. xii. x. 32. 5. From the pattern of the apostoli-
cal synod, Acts xv. Here was a proper case for the decision
of a synod;—a dispute which could not be composed by the
presbytery of Antioch, and which concerned not only the
churches “of Syria and Cilicia, but also of Jerusalem,—from
which the raisers of it pretended to derive their authority. Here
the proper members of a synod were convened,—Adpostles and

elders at Jerusalem, with others deputed from the churches of |

Syria and Cilicia,—who all, as on the same level, judged, Acts
xv. 2, 6,22—36. xvi. 4.—— As it was impossible for all the be-
lievers in Jerusalem to meet in this synod, we are uncertain if
the brethren mentioned in the history of it means any but preach-
ing elders, Acts xv. 22; but we grant that such private Chris-
tians as were present signified their consent, and even veted in
the election of the ‘commissioners that were to bear the letters
of the synod to the churches of Syria and Cilicia, &c.——Here,
as in a synod, the Apostles and elders, by reasoning from facts,

“and especially from the Scriptures, prepared the affair for a de-

cision.——1In the decision itself the whole power of a church
synod was exercised. ~The true doctrine was solemnly asserted
and declared ; the erroneous were publicly stigmatized ; and a
~ decree of decency and order was established.
cision. was authoritative, not mere consultation, and hence is
called a necessary burden imposed,—decrees ordatned ;—and as
such was cheertully submitted to by.the churches concerned,

The whole de- &
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Acts xv. 28, 31. xvi. 4, 5. 1 Thess. v. 12. 1 Cor. xvi. 16. Heb.
xiii. 7, 17. , S
Tag subordination of sessions to presbyteries, and of preshy-
teries to synods, is manifest, 1. From the very light of nature,
which requires' the subordination of the lesser to the greater.
2, From the gradation prescribed by Christ in the removing
offences, Mat. xviii. 15—18. * 3. From the reference made by
the churches of Syria and Cilicia to the Synod at Jerusalem,
Avcts xv. 4. From the absurdities which follow on the denial
of it, as that no relief is left by the law of Christ for one that
is injured by the greater part of a congregation, session, or -
presbytery ;—that no means are left for the reclaiming a greater
part of a congregation, session, or presbytery,—nor any means
of promoting uniformity between sister congregations. 5. From
a consideration of the pzculiar advantages of presbyterian govern-
ment. 1. It best restrains the lordly pride of clergymen. 2.1t
best secures liberty and peace to the people. 3. It best brings
offenders to adequate censure. 4. It most effectually answers
the purging out of error. 5.'Itis best calculated to prevent
schisms and separations. :

Ix the present imperfect state of the Christian church, Or-
rExcEs will often be both given and taken, Mat. xviii. 7.. Or-~
FENCE or ScANDAL means some thing openly done or neglected
by church-members, which in matter or manner is contrary to
the law of God, and which tends to décoy others into sin, or -
mar their spiritual comfort, Isa. xxvii. 11. Hos.iv. 1, 2, 6.
1 Cor. v. 11. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 19—21. 2 Thess. 1. 8. iii. 6, 14.
1 I'hess. iv. 1—8. Rom. xiv. 1 Cor. viii. x. xiv. Mat. vi. 5, 16.
Isa. xlviii. 5. Such offences are, very bad in their nature and
consequences, but are necessarily permitted by God, Mat. xviii.
1—9. 1. To punish hypocritical professors of religion, 2 Thess.
il. 8-~12. 2. To occasion spiritual blessings to true saints, Isa.
viii. 11, 12. Rom. xiv. 18, 19. 1 Cor. xi. 19. 3. To occasion
the spread of the gospel, Acts xv. 37—41. Phil.i. 12——14. Rom.
xi. 20--22. '

Great prudence and order, as well as faithfulness and zeal,
ave necessary in the removing offences. 1. If the offence be
known to but one, or a few, the offender must be secretly re-
proved, Lev. xix. 16, 17. Psalm cxli. 5. Prov. xxvii. 5, 6. Eph;
v. 3—11. Mat. xviii. 15. 2. If no satisfaction be thus obtain-
ed, we are to take with us one or two friends, who may assist
us in the reproof, or witness the offender’s carriage under it,
Mat. xviii. 16, 3. If the offender persist in the obstinate de-
fence of his conduct, or denial of that which can be proved, he
must be delated to a chureh judicatory. 4. If he disregard the
dealings and decision of the church judicatories with respect to
him, le must be excommunicated trom the fellowship of the

v
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" church, and held as an heathen man and publican, Mat. xviii.
17, 18. o

I their whole procedure, particularly in that which relates
to scandals, the end of church judicatories must be to support
“the innocent, condemn the guilty, and edify all concerned, Deut.
xxv. 1. Rom. xiv. 19. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. 2 Cor. xiii. 8, 10. x: 8.
In order to obtain this end, their conduct ought to be, 1.
Candid and open, 2 Cor.i 12. 2 Tim. ii. 15. 2. Regular,
1 Cor. xi. 13, 14, xiv..40. 3. Moderate and gentle, Phil. iv, 5.
Luke ix. 51—56. 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. 1 Thess. ii. 7, 8. Mat. x.
16. Col. iii. 12—14. 4. Patient and long-suffering, Prov. xviii.
13. Eph. iv. 2, 32. 5. Prudent, Eph. v. 15. Eccl. iii. 1--11.
Prov. x. 5. 6. With equity, Prov. xvii. 15. Mat. xxviii, 20.
Rev. ii. 2. iii. 2. 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. Luke xvii. 1--12, 7. With
impartiality, James ii. 1—14. iii. 17. 1 Tim. v. 21. 8, With
dn earnest aiming to promote the glory of God in the edifica~
tion of his church, Psalm Ixix.. 9. 1 Cor. x. 31. xiv. 26. 1 Cor.
x: 8. xiil. 8, 10. 1 Pet. iv. 11. .
. All the censures inflicted by church-courts proceeding from a’
spiritual power, must necessarily be of a spiritual nature, affect
ing neither body nor goods.——"Their principal censure of EX-
COMMUNICATION is reckoned two-fold, the lesser excommunica=
tion judicially suspending church-members' from partaking of
the seals of God’s:covenant, 2 Thess. iii. 6, 14, 15. Rom. xvi.
17; and the GREATER EXCOMMUNICATION, which shuts themy
out from church fellowship altogether into the world, or king~
dom of Satan, while they continue impenitent, ¥ Cor. v. 4, 5,
13. 1 Fim. i, 20. Tit. iii. 10, 11. Mat. xviii. 17.——The rele-
vant ground of such -excommunication is not any disobedience’

to mere human authority, James iv. 12. Isa. Ixvi. 5. John xvi, -

2, 8; nor any conduet indifferent in itself, Bom. xiv. 5, 6; nor
any matter of doubtful disputation, Rom. xiv. 1; nor any slips
of mere human infirmity, James iii. 2. Gal. ii. 11.——But ei-
ther some error subversive of the gospel and our hope towards
God, openly advanced and obstinately maintained, Tit. iii. 10,
. 11, 1 Tim.i.20; or obstinate perseverance in some scandal-
ous practice, plainly condemned by the word of God, 1 Cor:
v. 4, 5, 13. \ o
As this sentence becomes exceedingly dreadful by God’s rati-
fication of it, Mat. xviii. 17, 18. John xx. 23; it ought not to’
be inflicted upon any before their scandalous error or practice
be fully proved against them, and they be allowed proper time
- to consider their conduct, and the nature and design of this
awful ordinance, Tit. iii. 10, 11.——"T'he design of such excom-
munication is, 1. To render offeniders sensible and ashamgd of
their sin, afraid to continue or die in it, and earnestly desirous
to repent and be saved, Jude 22, 23. 2 Thess. iii. 14. 1 Tim. &
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20. 1 Cor.v. 5. 2. To prevent others partaking with thém in
their sin, and to deter them from the like evils, 1 Tim. v. 20.
2 Cor. vii. 12. 8. To vindicate the honour of Christ, and his
religion and church, 2 Cor. vi. 14—18. vii. 1, 11. 1 Cor. v. 7, 18.

The power of’ excommunicating church-members being au-
thoritative, belongs only to her rulers, Mat. xviii. 17, 18, xvi.
19 to the many or more cxcellent, 2 Cor. ii. 6. Heb. xi. 4. Liuke
x1. 31, 32. Their warrant for inflicting this tremendous cen-
sure is, 1. T'he keys of the kingdom of heaven are committed to
them, Mat. xvi. 19. " 2. They have ‘Christ’s express command
to inflict it, Mat. xviii. 17—20. Tit. iii. 10, 11. 3. They have
an approved example of it in the church of Corinth directed by
an Apostle,—and another inflicted by that apostle ; in neither -
of which there appears any thing extraordinary in the occasion,
matter, manner, effect, or end, I Cor. v. 1 Tim. i. 20. The
procedure of church-rulers to inflict this sentence ought to be
carried on, 1. With much solemn and earnest prayer, James v.
16. 2. With much deep humiliation and mourning, 1 Cor.¥v.
2. 2 Cor. xii. 1. 3. With a deep impression of their own ap-
proaching appearance before the tribunal of Jesus Christ, 2 Cor.
v. 10, 11. Mat. xviii. 18. 4. With great meekness and compas-
sion towards the offenders, Jude 22, 23.

No performance of any natural or necessary moral duty to-
wards excommunicated persons ought to be suspended, 1 Cor.
vii. 12, 13. Nor ought church-rulers to forbear dealing with
them for their conviction, as God ,gives them opportunities.
But to render them ashamed, all chyrch-members ought, as far
as possible, to avoid all familiar civil fellowship with them,
1 Cor. v. 11. Matth. xviii, 17.—None ought to be ahsolved or

“relaxed from this censure, and restored to the fellowship of the

church, before, by their profession and practice, they have given
such evidence of their repentance as would satisfy any impartial
and inquiring mind, 2 Cor. i3, 6--10. ‘

Revcecr.  Ponder now, my soul! Am I a true member of
the church of the living God?” Or, am I a branch that shall be
withered, and cast out into eternal fire?>— In this systematic view
of God's truths, have I, last of all, beheld the tremendous sen-
tence of ExcoMmuNIcarioN and absolution from it? Let me
think, as in Jehovah’s presence, under what sentence of his I
myself now am:---for wEat. I am prepared, or preparing: —what,
I shall receive from Jesus Christ at his second coming.—Per--
haps I must appear before his awful tribunal in the very same
state and temper of mind in which I finish this work—this
page.——Hearest thou, O my soul, what these thousands of
truths which I have been reviewing, bear witness for; or against
me?—Alas! Have Ireviewed so many precious,~—so many sav-
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ing truths, and seen none in their lory, felt none in their
power?—Alas! What an hell-hardeneg heart must I have now,
if the vail still remain, and they have all proved a killing letter,
a ministration, a savour of death unto death, unto me! How
dreadful, if I leap into efernal flames with all this oil of gos-
pel-truth in my conscience !——To prevent this tremendous event,
—and to glorify the God of all grace, let me conclude my work,
with a solemn surrender of myself, as a poor, an unparalleled,
ignorant, guilty, polluted, and enslaved sinner,---to Jesus Christ,
as in the gospel made of God unto me wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption.---Let my conscience,—--let an gels,
---let the redeeming THREE, bear me witness, that I consent,
heartily consent, that Jesus, and all that he is and has, be mine,
and that I be his from henceforth and for ever;—and that in
me, the first-rate sinner, he may shew, in the ages to come, all
his long-suffering, and the exceeding riches of his grace. If my
soul love not this Lord Jesus, let me be ANATHEMA, MaRANA-
THA, accursed at lis coming.

FINIS,
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